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BOUNDARIES  OF  YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK. 


June  3,  1892.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Stout,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  S.  2373.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  2373)  to  establish  the  boundaries  of  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  and  for  other  purposes,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  act  of  March  1,  1872,  establishing  the  national  park  defined  its 
boundaries  without  reference  to  the  particular  Territory  in  which  it  was 
situated.  It  was  thus  located  in  three  Territories,  Idaho,  Montana,  and 
Wyoming ;  but  the  parts  embraced  in  the  two  first-mentioned  Territories 
were  a  strip  but  a  few  miles  in  width  on  the  east  side  of  Idaho,  and  a 
like  strip  on  the  south  line  of  Montana,  while  the  larger  portion,  and 
that  around  which  centered  the  chief  interest  for  park  purposes,  was 
in  the  Territory  of  Wyoming. 

The  Senate  bill  proposes  to  restore  to  the  status  of  public  land  the 
narrow  strips  within  the  limit  of  Idaho  and  Montana,  respectively. 
This  would  seem  to  be  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  conflict 
of  jurisdiction,  should  questions  of  exact  boundaries  arise,  and  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  requisitions  and  other  cumbersome  processes 
of  bringing  criminals  to  justice  within  the  limits  of  the  Government 
reserve,  if  other  than  military  authority  should  be  invoked  to  enforce 
order.  The  western  limit  of  the  park  is,  by  the  Senate  bill,  coterminous 
with  the  east  line  of  Idaho,  and  the  north  boundary  line  west  of  the 
point  where  it  crosses  the  Yellowstone  River  is  coterminous  with  the 
south  boundary  of  Montana,  so  that  the  entire  park  is  now  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  Wyoming. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Senate  bill  the  north  boundary  line  after  it 
crosses  the  Yellowstone  River  follows  the  north  branch  of  the  same  to 
a  point  where  the  parallel  of  44°  50'  crosses  said  stream ;  thence  east 
along  said  line  to  the  meridian  of  110°  of  west  longitude;  thence  south 
to  the  parallel  of  44°  45'  of  north  latitude;  thence  east  along  said  line 
to  the  meridian  of  109°  45'  of  west  longitude. 

This  change  in  the  northerly  and  easterly  boundary  line  of  the  park 
proposes  to  restore  about  120  sections  of  the  park  lying  north  of  the 
Yellowstone  to  the  public  domain,  to  be  open  to  settlement  and  to  the 
construction  of  railways. 

Within  the  limit  of  this  tract  are  located  at  and  near  Cooke  City 
several  hundred  valuable  mining  claims,  which  were  located  more  than 
twenty  years  ago.    The  only  practicable  route  by  rail  to  these  mines  is 
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found  to  be  within  the  present  park  limits,  although  very  near  the 
north  line  of  the  same. 

From  the  mountainous  character  of  the  country  it  is  found  impossi- 
ble to  construct  a  railway  to  these  mines  without  going  up  the  vaUey  of 
the  Yellowstone.  To  continue  the  exclusion  for  park  purposes  of  so 
small  a  portion  would  seem  to  work  a  hardship  to  those  who  located 
upon  these  mining  claims  in  ignorance  of  the  situation,  and  as  this  ter- 
ritory has  no  features  which  make  it  desirable  to  reserve  it  for  purposes 
of  the  park,  it  would  seem  proper  to  restore  it  to  its  former  status. 

The  owners  of  the  mining  claims  have  expended  large  sums  to  entitle 
them  to  hold  their  claims,  and  unless  there  are  reasons  which  have  not 
appeared  to  the  committee,  it  would  seem  but  just  to  grant  those  inter- 
ested the  means  of  getting  access  to  their  claims,  so  that  they  may  be 
worked  with  a  profit. 

The  distance  from  the  present  terminus  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Rail- 
road to  the  New  World  mining  district,  near  Cooke  City,  is  55  miles,  and 
no  feasible  route  presents  itself  other  than  through  this  small  extreme 
northwest  part  of  the  present  park. 

The  easterly  limits  of  the  park  are  extended  by  the  Senate  bill  from 
the  one  hundred  and  tenth  degree  of  west  longitude  to  the  meridian  of 
109°  45',  so  as  to  include  some  territory  valuable  as  a  timber  reserve. 
From  this  point  of  109°  45'  of  west  longitude  the  easterly  line  is  pro- 
jected south  to  the  forty-fourth  degree  of  north  latitude,  which  adds 
one-fifth  to  the  dimensions  of  the  park  north  and  south,  and  accord- 
ingly increases  its  area;  thence  westerly,  on  the  line  of  44°  north  lati- 
tude, the  south  boundary  line  is  projected  west  to  the  Snake  River; 
thence  north  to  the  Lewis  River;  thence  west  to  west  line  of  the  park, 
which  is  the  west  boundary  of  Wyoming;  thence  north  to  place  of  be- 
ginning, which  by  the  bill  is  the  northwest  corner  of  Wyoming. 

The  small  area  in  the  southwest  corner,  west  of  the  Snake  River,  is  not 
put  within  the  limits  of  the  park  for  the  reason  that  it  is  eligible  terri- 
tory through  which  to  construct  railways  coming  from  the  south,  and 
by  which  the  park  in  that  direction  may  be  reached. 

A  majority  of  the  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  Senate 
bill. 


